
Kendall Square Today

10 of the top 15 
life sciences 

companies are 
in Kendall 

Square

Global Leader in 
Life Sciences

Industry Sectors

30+ industries call 
Kendall Square home. 
The largest being life 
sciences, technology, 

and professional 
services.



“Kendall Square is to science what New 
York is to finance, what Paris is to 
culture, what Washington is to 
government.”
– Jay Bradner, President of Novartis Institutes



1912

Kendall Square T 
station opens

1916

MIT relocates from 
Boston to Cambridge

1964

NASA establishes an Electronics 
Research Center in Cambridge to 

develop technologies for spacecraft 
guidance, control, communications, 

and information display

NASA’s research center 
grows to employ 850 people

1966

President Kennedy, a native 
of Massachusetts, assumes 

office and looks close to home 
for locating NASA’s 

headquarters

1961



1978

Boston Properties begins building the 
Cambridge Center complex, which now 

houses Google, VMware, Akamai 
Technologies, Biogen Idec, and Microsoft

1981

CIC is founded. Today, the building 
at One Broadway has more 

startups than any other building on 
Earth

1999

MIT geneticist and molecular 
biologist, Philip Sharp and Harvard 
University biochemist Wally Gilbert 

found Biogen

1970

The Department of Transportation 
takes over the former NASA 
facilities, creating a research 

center now known as the Volpe 
Center. 



2015

20192008

Both Google and Microsoft open 
offices in Kendall Square - 

Google now has almost 2,000 
staff at their Kendall office alone

2003

The completion of the Human 
Genome Project

Google starts its Life 
Sciences division to form 

Verily

Roche Brother’s opens first 
grocery store in Kendall Square



January 
2020 Unveiling of the new Termeer 

Square, in honor of Henri A. 
Termeer, an icon of the biotech 

industry

December
2020

Operation Warp Speed is announced, 
involving KSA member-organizations 
Moderna, Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer, 

and Sanofi Genzyme

May
2020

MIT opens the MIT Schwarzman 
College of Computing, an 

interdisciplinary center committed to 
the study of technology and ethics

March
2020

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine 
becomes the first to be tested 

on healthy volunteers



March 
2021

May 
2021

Broad Institute partners with CDC 
to enable pathogen genomic 
surveillance across the U.S.

MIT announces 
commitment to net-zero 

emissions by 2026

The Broad Institute invests in 
AI to tackle deadly diseases

September 
2021 Timothy J. Toomey Park, 

formerly Rogers Street 
Park, opens for public use

September 
2021



2022

2022

2025

Biomed’s 585 Third Street 
project is 16 stories of office and 
lab space, including a two-story 

theater space

2025

BxP will complete 
the new Google 
offices in Kendall

MIT creates a dynamic mixed-use center 
by redeveloping the Volpe parcel

The Foundry, is an adaptive 
reuse project and center for 
creativity and collaboration





Stay in the Know

@Kendall Square 
Association

For building your
network and connections.

@KendallNow

For member news and 
advocacy updates.

@ksq_association

For a human perspective on 
life in Kendall.

Subscribe for upcoming 
events and news every 
Monday in your inbox.


